MaXi-Race South Africa – discovering a rough diamond!

Last 5 & 6 October, More than 400 runners from 12 different nationalities participated in this inaugural event in the
Cape Winelands region, near the famous Cape of Good Hope and Table Mountain overlooking the majestic city of
Cape Town.
The race occurs between the two lovely Cape Winelands towns filled with history, Franschhoek and
Stellenbosch. The 68 and 100km start in Franschhoek, a lovely town with centuries-old vineyards and Cape Dutch
architecture; and finishes in Stellenbosch, a university town surrounded by the vineyards of the Cape
Winelands and the mountainous nature reserves of Jonkershoek and Simonsberg.
Maxi Race South Africa is really unique because the races follow some trails that are only available on race day due to
the crossing of private land.

In ideal weather conditions; the runners, the organisation and the local communities involved in the event were able to enjoy
themselves in a very friendly atmosphere. It all started at night with a long ascent in the heart of the very mountainous Mont
Rochelle Nature Reserve. By climbing more than 1700m+ in less than 20km, the runners offered themselves a sunrise that brought
to light exceptional panoramas with some lakes and wild lands as far as the eye can see... Participants were then able to slide into a
warmer atmosphere through many runnable contour trails above rocky peaks and other vineyards that flourish in this region.
Maxi Race South Africa has the desire to be a sustainable race which involves and contributes to the local communities and
the environment. Indeed, Maxi Race South Africa have formed partnerships with Edunova which is an association dedicated to
improving schools in townships and create sustainable jobs aswell with the famous environment driven WWF association.
Furthermore, each finisher was presented with a wire and bead medal on arrival, handmade for many months by Moses, a local
craftsman with a rudimentary life. For the short story, it took about 45 minutes to make each piece unique and when the organizers
paid him, they discovered that Moses didn't even have a bank account...

Concerning the results this first edition saw the very symbolic victory of the South African "black" runner, Simon Tshabalala (invited
by the organisation as he could not afford to register and is a talented runner) who won the honours in the demanding 100 km race,
winning in 14 h 06 min 08 s ahead of the German trailer Guido Tagge and the South African Lyndon Nash in 3rd place.
The women's race was also dominated by the athletes of the host country. The first place went to Anlize Enslin in 17h23mn00sec in
front of Elizabeth Vogts and Catharina Calitz.
On the 68km, the locals also remained masters on their land with Jana Van Houwelingen winning on the women's side in front of
the Hungarian Ildiko Wermescher (winner of the Ultra Race of Annecy 2019) and Tarrin van Niekerk.
In the men's category, the youth took the lead with Daniel Claassen (26 years old) winning the race ahead of Matthew Healy (24
years old) and the Frenchman Cyril Cointre.
Few words from Nicola Collins, race director: "With more than 400 participants for this first edition of MaXiRace Cape Winelands,
we are very happy. The races appeared tougher than the runners thought, especially the 100 and 68km. We are delighted to see
that they really enjoyed the diverse trails our region offers and the beautiful scenery made the effort less difficult for runners. »
The race, which also includes professional athletes Christiaan and Landie Greyling among its team, also included a 40 km and 20 km
race, ensuring that everyone could participate in the celebration. Thanks to the success of this first edition, organisers have
announced without further delay the dates for next year, which will take place on 3 rd and 4th of October 2020, and registrations
open on 1st of November 2019.

For the results: www.maxirace.co.za
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